THE  REGENERATION  OF  BRITAIN

parents and teachers and establishing relations between them
that simply do not exist at present.

But Professor Rossman goes further even than this. His ideal
is of a community school offering a far wider range of service
to people of all ages who live in the area. He wants it to con-
tain a library, shop, club rooms, sewing machines and other
equipment for family learning and recreation. The children
would use these facilities in the daytime. In the evening they
would be available for everyone in the neighbourhood to go
with or without their children. Local clubs and organisations
would be centred on the school so that it would become the
focal point for the education of young and old alike. If, as he
aigues, rapid social and technical change is opening up a gulf
between the generations, the only real way to close it is for
parents and children to go to school together. And if the
depersonalisation of urban life is killing our sense of com-
munity then the school is the obvious place to revitalise it.

Community schools, once established, would take us half-
way towards accepting education as a lifelong process and it
would make it easier for us to identify the stages in life when
we would naturally return to school. When the worker is
thrown out of his job by new machines and automation he
has got to be retrained and that is the natural moment when
the Government should send him back to school. Or again,
the young woman who is married and expecting a baby
is much more likely to benefit by courses in homemaking
and child-care than ever she was when she was a school-
girL And what about elderly people? Why shouldn't they
regard the school as a place where they can sit and read in
the library or acquire some new interest to enrich their
retirement?

Professor Rossman argues that a society where everyone was
related to a school would be a dynamic, growing, learning
society. He sees new kinds of schools, from which no one ever
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